
PETITION 

Concerning the Future of the Unique Sectorial University (Aleksandras Stulginskis University) in 

Lithuania, Orientated towards Sustainable Agriculture and Food Science (Summary) 

ADDRESS  

to the President of the Lithuanian Republic, Lithuanian Parliament and Government 

of all Lithuanian land, forest, water, food sectors and their business development representing 

entities, institutions and individuals. 

We (Aleksandras Stulginskis university Alumni Club represented by more than 50 000 members 

included), who have signed this address, while understanding the importance of inevitable relevant 

higher education reforms and at the same time evaluating our great moral responsibility for future 

generations, strive to direct the attention of Her Excellency President, of honorable Lithuanian 

Parliament Members and the Government to the fact, that if we want to be treated as a modern, 

independent, culturally original, self-respecting European state, we have to preserve the major values 

of our Independence – highly developed, technologically and scientifically managed, modern 

Lithuanian land, forest, water, food agricultural industry, rural development, well balanced and 

sustainable usage of natural resources, natural bio variety, vivid landscape, cultural inheritance and 

other natural, historical and spiritual values. 

This can be achieved only by providing high quality education with the help of professional experts 

and specialists who receive their education in a special, spiritually rich Alma Mater. Such life 

imperative was well understood by the Signatories of the Lithuanian Independence Act, national 

intellectuals, who despite of the heavy crisis and threats, demonstrated the positive political will and 

were able to establish the Lithuanian Agricultural Academy, which served as a guarantee for future 

well developed, modern and educated rural life. 

In order to be objective one must state that Lithuanian village and agriculture payed back to their 

country while helping Lithuania to survive during tremendous transformations caused by social and 

economic shocks, the deportations, the underground fights, destructive collectivization and meet the 

challengers of the restoration of the private farms.  

Only Lithuanian agriculture and its industry provided more than 2 mlrd. Lt positive commercial saldo 

and was the major engine of national economic progress.  

While being concerned about the currently planned but not well evaluated reform of the network of 

Lithuanian higher education institutions we highlight the fact that this reform is performed without 

the participation of Lithuanian rural intellectuals, representatives of rural business, farming and other 

agricultural industry. For this reason we state that: 

  the modern development and competitiveness of Lithuanian agricultural sector is impossible 

without highly qualified specialists and scientifically reasoned innovations; 

  analysis of global tendencies state, that at 2050 the food needs will increase twice, climate change, 

limited resources of water and farmland, attempts to produce competitive, high value added 



agricultural production will stimulate the creation of new sorts of plants and animals, implementation 

of smart technologies and innovative fertilizers, the usage of innovative services and other means. 

Sustainable ecosystems become especially relevant. Their implementation is impossible without 

special competencies which are obtained only at a modern, future orientated university;  

The present day situation of rural school is beyond the critics. Schoolchildren spend hours 

travelling to school and back in school busses. They have less time for their homework and learning, 

so they cannot compete with city pupils while entering universities and colleges 

 The migration of rural youth is increasing every day. It can be stopped only by giving young 

people the possibilities to establish their personal or develop family business. This also can be 

achieved while providing rural youth with proper agricultural education. 

The data of the research, performed according the request of Lithuanian Agricultural Ministry, state 

that during 2021–2024 m. agricultural, forestry and rural development sector will need about 900 

highly qualified university specialists. Aleksandras Stulginskis University (ASU) is the main 

university which provides the special study programs for the specialists of the above mentioned 

sector.  

 Lithuania and its agricultural sector has to develop ASU as a separate, independent, specialized 

agricultural, forestry, water, food industry and rural development sectorial university, which is closely 

cooperating and collaborating in scientific projects with other universities and social partners while 

preparing highly competent professionals of the above mentioned sector 

ASU is a unique, long life learning services providing, technologically special agricultural, forestry, 

water, food industry and rural development study programs presenting university. It should not be 

incorporated into other, different scientific fields and programs providing university. It should stay 

and be developed as a separate, independent, specialized, sectorial university.  

We invite to sign this Petition not only ASU present or former students, their family members, ASU 

staff members, but all people who care about the future of Lithuanian agro industry, preservation of 

rural life, culture, and resolution of migration problems. 


